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Vishwakarma Institute of Information Technology along with Mechanical 

Engineering Students Association (MESA) organized a very first edition of Model 

United Nations (MUN’16) at the institute level that provided a platform to students 

for debating, public speaking, writing, critical thinking, international affairs etc. The 

MUN-16 brought together over 140 students from all the departments to recreate 

the United Nation General Assembly (UNGA), United Nations Educational, 

Scientific, And Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and United Nations Human Rights 

Council (UNHRC). 

 

Date: 1st September, 2016 

Venue: Seminar Hall, E415, E410 

Time: 9:00 am – 6:00 pm  



 

 

Schedule of the program: 

 

TIME SESSION VENUE 

08:15 AM Reporting and Registration of Delegates Seminar Hall 

08:45 AM Arrival of Chief Guest, Guest of Honor and 

 Executive Board 

 

Seminar Hall 

09:00 AM Inauguration Ceremony Seminar Hall 

09:10 AM 
Lighting of the Lamp and Welcoming of Chief 

Guest and Guest of Honor by Principal  

 

Seminar Hall 

09:15 AM Felicitation of Chairpersons by Chief Guest  & 

guest of honour 

Seminar Hall 

09:20 AM Principal’s Address Seminar Hall 

09:25 AM Chief Guest’s Address and Declaration of Viit-

Mun’16 Open 

Seminar Hall 

09:50 AM Guest of Honour Address Seminar Hall 

10:00 AM Vote of Thanks Seminar Hall 

10:15 AM Committee Sessions Seminar Hall, 

E410, E415 

12:45 PM Lunch Break  

01:20 PM Committee Sessions Seminar Hall, 

E410, E415 

05:30 PM Committee Adjourns and Refreshments Seminar Hall, 

E410, E415 

06:00 PM Closing Ceremony Seminar Hall 

  



 

MUN’16 COMMITTEE 

 CONVENORS: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 WORKING COMMITTEE: 

SR. 

NO 
NAME OF THE STUDENTS POST 

1 SHALAKA DASARI REGISTRATION 

2 PRAJAKTA DASGUDE REGISTRATION 

3 SHRADDHA MOHITE REGISTRATION 

4 VARAD RANGDAAL REGISTRATION 

5 PRAJAKTA ARJUN REGISTRATION 

6 JEEVAN KALYANKAR SPECIAL FORCE 

7 ANIKET YENNAWAR SPECIAL FORCE 

8 SHUBHAM SPECIAL FORCE 

MR. MITHIL  OSWAL 

GENERAL SECRETARY-MESA’16-17 

MR.  MAHESH KAMTHE   

FINANCE  HEAD-MESA’16-17 

MISS. BHAKTI  MEHAKARE  

LADIES REPRESENTATIVE -MESA'16-17 



 

9 AVINASH SISODIYA SPECIAL FORCE 

10 SHUBHAM BAVASKAR SPECIAL FORCE 

11 SUJEET MUTHA SPECIAL FORCE 

12 TEJAS JAJU REFRESHMENT 

13 TEJAS BANSODE REFRESHMENT 

14 SHUBHAM SAUNDARKAR REFRESHMENT 

15 ADITYA GANDHI REFRESHMENT 

16 SUYOG GORE REFRESHMENT 

17 ADITYA KHADE CERTIFICATES AND TROPHIES 

18 ANIKET GAIKWAD LOGISTICS 

19 SHUBHAM CHAVAN LOGISTICS 

20 TEJAS KADBANE LOGISTICS 

21 TEJAS SHINGE LOGISTICS 

22 SHANTANU KALE ART AND CRAFT 

23 SAURABH DESHMUKH ART AND CRAFT 

24 ROHAN KARWA ART AND CRAFT 

25 OMKAR KUNJJIR EVENT MANAGER 

26 ABHISHEK DHUMALE PATIL EVENT MANAGER 

27 AKSHAY BORNARE EVENT MANAGER 

28 SANIKA GHAM EVENT MANAGER 

29 ARCHANA PATIL  DOCUMENTATION AND OFFICE 

30 ROHIT RAJPUT  PRIZE DISTRIBUTION 

31 SAYALI YESANE PRIZE DISTRIBUTION 

32 ROHIT CHITODKAR EVENT HEAD 

33 ROHIT RAJPUT  PRIZE DISTRIBUTION 

34 MEGHANA JOSHI RAPPORTEUR 

35 PRATIMA HOLKAR RAPPORTEUR 

36 SHREEKSHA SHETTY RAPPORTEUR 

37 VAISHNAVI GAVASANE ADVISORY BOARD 

38 JYOTI MERGAL ADVISORY BOARD 

39 RADHIKA KALE ADVISORY BOARD 

40 SHUBHANGI CHITUPE ADVISORY BOARD 

 

 Total no. Of participants: 

 UNESCO: 31 

 UNHRC:52 

 UNGA:51 



 

 

 Inauguration ceremony : 

Inauguration ceremony of MUN-16 was held on 1st September-2016 at 9:00 

am in seminar hall. Around 140 delegates from all the departments representing 

different countries like Croatia, Germany, Greece, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, 

Serbia, Pakistan, India, Russia, Spain, USA, Maldives, Indonesia, Bosnia, UK, 

Bangladesh, Gulf Nations etc were present. A quite interesting mixture of developed 

and developing countries were represented here, all of great potential to give 

fundamental contribution to the discussion flow. 

Every participant took the dress code seriously and it felt like being at the real 

UN. Everyone looked very professional in blazers. Although formal, the atmosphere 

was very friendly, students enjoyed themselves talking to each other and meeting 

new people. In the next hours of the day, students representing different countries 

and backgrounds were going to meet each other and participate in the interesting, 

long debates full of worldwide issues, to which the solution can be tricky.  



 

 

The ceremony started with the arrival of the Chief Guest Mr Prashant 

Deshmukh and Guest of Honour Mr. Ajit Kulkarni. Before progressing towards 

the ceremony everyone rose for the melodious multi-instrumental national anthem. 

National anthem has always been a source of inspiration, joy, pleasure, dedication 

and motivation before starting of any event. 

Mithil Oswal (B.E), Sayali Yesane (T.E), Mahesh Kamthe (T.E) anchored the 

ceremony. Dignitaries present on dais were Chief Guest Mr Prashant Deshmukh, 

Guest of Honour Mr. Ajit Kulkarni, Dr. B S Karkare (Principal VIIT Pune), Dr. A P 

Kulkarni (HOD-Mech) & Prof. A R Deshpande (Faculty Incharge, MESA). As per 

the tradition the ceremony commenced with the lighting of lamp and worshipping 

Saraswati idol. Prayers added melody to the event and enhanced the prayerful 

ambience. 

The chief guest and the guest of honour were welcomed & felicitated by Dr. 

B S Karkare (Principal VIIT Pune). All Dean’s, HOD’ and professors also graced 

the ceremony with their presence. 

 

  



 

Mithil Oswal (G.S-MESA, B.E) introduced chief guests and the 

chair persons.   

 

 Chief Guest: 

 

 

 

             Rtn. Prashant Deshmukh was 

born and brought up in Mumbai. He was 

academically scholar in school days and stood 

3rd in Maharashtra at TMV exams on 

Mathematics. He did his Bachelor of 

Architecture from the renowned Sir JJ College 

of Architecture by Ranking in the University. 

Currently, He leads one of the leading 

Architectural companies of Pune doing 

Projects for Multinationals. Mr. Prashant Sir 

is a devoted Rotarian from R.C. of Pune Up 

Town and was declared Best President of the 

District in 98-99.  

 

In is address for the fellow students he highlighted the image of Indians in the world and 

encouraged the young minds to step forward to achieve your dreams. He said the coming era 

belongs to Asia and especially Indians will be the leaders. He described India as a land o 

opportunities and shared his experiences with the audience. He expressed the desire to open a 

rotary club in VIIT which received a positive response from the audience. 

 

 Guest of honour: 

  Rtn. Ajit Kulkarni is the president of 

Rotary Club of Pune, Katraj (2016-17). He is a M. 

Com graduate and the director of Shreeram 

Builders. He is a renowned builder and has 

successfully completed around 50 

residential schemes. 

  In his address to students, he 

explained about the councils in united nations 

and described their functions. He extended his 

wishes to all the participants and congratulated 

the organizing committee. 

  



 

 CHAIRPERSONS:  

MR. ABHISHEK SALIAN 
CHAIR-UNGA 

MISS DIVYANGANA CHOUDHARY 

CHAIR-UNHRC 

MISS. BHARGAVI MAHAJAN 

VICE CHAIR – UNGA 
 

 
MISS. DOLLY SAMYAL 

VICE CHAIR-UNHRC 

 

 
MISS. ROMA RUDRA  

CHAIR-UNESCO 



 

 

UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY (UNGA) 

 
 ABOUT UNGA: 

The United Nations General Assembly is one of the six    

principal organs of the United Nations and the only one in which all 

member nations has equal representation. Its powers are to oversee 

the budget of the United Nations, appoint the non-permanent members 

to the Security Council, receive reports from other parts of the United 

Nations and make recommendations in the form of General Assembly Resolutions. It has 

also established a wide number of subsidiary organs. The General Assembly meets 

under its president or Secretary-General in regular yearly sessions the main part of which 

lasts from September to December and resumed part from January until all issues are 

addressed. It can also reconvene for special and emergency special sessions. 

 

 TOPICS & BRIEFINGS: 

 
  

CHAIR: Mr. Abhishek Salian               VICE CHAIR: Miss. Bhargavi Mahajan 

Rapporteur: Miss. Meghana Joshi 

The General Assembly considered topic: “Demilitarization of Arctic” 

 

Mr. Abhishek Salian and Miss. Bhargavi Mahajan talked about the 

problematic areas of peace keeping and the ways in which they can be improved. 

Both presentations emphasized the importance of cooperation between multiple UN 

organs. The chair suggested the delegates to stay close to facts and analytics and try 

to fully understand a problem before giving judgments. It was going to be 

challenging for delegates to behave as leaders, use communication skills at their 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organs_of_the_United_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Security_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_General_Assembly_resolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:United_Nations_General_Assembly_subsidiary_organs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_United_Nations_General_Assembly


 

greatest extent and convince other delegates that their solution is the one 

to be adopted. 

 

Meeting Coverage:  

 After establishing the agenda to discuss the topic of Demilitarization of Arctic, 

Representatives presented their opening statements as per the general list allotted 

by the chair. Speaking as an arctic country Russia was in favor with militarization 

and should be allowed to establish research centers. USA supported it stating that a 

regulated militarization should be allowed. However, small islands countries like 

Maldives, Belgium were against as the global warming was affecting them directly. 

They stated that make a world better place to leave and small countries should be 

given assurance of safety. Germany stressed that the developed countries should use 

their technology and power to make maximum utilization of non-renewable 

resources rather than extracting renewable resources.  

France stressed that a clear mandate and a clear definition of peace keeping is 

necessary, and reinforced the idea of standby forces to ensure the effectiveness of 

peace keeping operations. Maximum countries were in favor of that the no man’s 

land should remain untouched.  Kuwait spoke of their own experience with peace 

keeping organizations and emphasized that they would not have been able to handle 

the crises in their home countries without the help of the UN. 



 

During an hour-long un moderated caucus following the opening 

speeches, Representatives met in their respective geographical blocs. The next few 

hours were spent building consensus and combining the drafts into a single 

resolution. 

 

Decisions: 

 Taking into account the suggestions made by chair, the Representatives 

focused on the key issues made during the substantive briefings. The most notable 

was Strictly upto 200 nautical miles, militarization is countries discretion which 

should be substantially decreased. (2) Cleaning of bacterial growth from the oil 

spills. (3) No man’s land should be given a safety limit in case of crisis in other 

conditions it should remain untouched.  

 

Student Reflections: 

 The student Representatives had some clear opinions about peace keeping 

operations and environmental problems. They strongly believe that these operations 

are and will continue to be key tools to support initiatives and the protection of 

environment. Most students agreed with the final resolution’s emphasis that on a 

more flexible decision making process towards environmental issues. Many 

expressed the feeling that sustainable peace truly begins not with a SC resolution to 

deploy forces, but instead with conflict prevention measures.  

  



 

 

 

 



 

UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC, & 

CULTURAL ORGANIZATION (UNESCO) 

 

 ABOUT UNESCO: 

  UNESCO gathers 195 member states and 9 associate 

members. Prominent as the ‘‘intellectual agency of the UN’’ 
and founded in 1945, UNESCO today has its Headquarters in 

Paris. It was founded under the flag of establishing humanity’s 
moral and intellectual solidarity after two unthinkably 

devastating World Wars. Its governing bodies are The General 

Conference, The Secretariat and The Executive Board. The 

main priorities of the Executive Board are defining the agenda for the General 

Conference, determining acceptance into UNESCO of new states that are not members of 

The UN. MUNs and UNESCO are strongly intertwined as during UNESCO simulations, 

the topics on sustainable development, protecting the World Heritage in danger, and 

enhancing intercultural understanding among countries are discussed. 

 

 TOPICS & BRIEFINGS: 

 

CHAIR: Miss Roma Rudra                              

 Rapporteur: Shreeksha Shetty 

UNESCO considered the topic ‘Protection of journalists in conflict zones’ 

   

  Representatives to UNESCO enjoyed briefings on their topic from the 

distinguished speakers. The need for “specific remedies for specific problems” was 
emphasized by Miss Roma Rudra. She advised the delegates to take into 

consideration their foreign policies while providing solutions and making decisions. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

Meeting Coverage: 

 After establishing the agenda, Representatives presented their opening 

statements. The delegate of Germany recognized four areas where work needs to be 

done for the improvement of protection of journalists: implementation of existing 

rules and regulations, training of journalists, accountability of states and discussion 

to improve existing framework. The delegate of Indonesia stated that it has its own 

committee for protection of journalists and have put restrictions on foreign 

journalists on entering Papua and other conflict zones and expected that other states 

to do the same. The issue of protection of local journalists highlighted by the 

delegates of USA, while and India and Philippines agreed to it stating that local 

journalists don’t have military protection. 

 



 

 

 A Moderated caucus of 10 minutes on the issue of providing training to media 

personnel as cadets was suggested by Somalia. Ukraine, Nepal, Syria, Philippines 

and USA were not in favour of it fearing misuse of power and loss of civilian rights. 

India considered it to be beneficial for defensive purposes. An hour long un-

moderated caucus session allowed the delegations to separate into blocs for in-depth 

discussions and to develop proposals. Another moderated caucus on setting up one 

international body to take decisions was suggested by Syria and passed by a 

majority. A majority of the delegates were in favour although Philippines did not 

find it feasible. After this session, the delegates worked on their resolution and after 

completion, it was submitted. 

Decisions: 

 The chair had called upon the delegates to create specific solutions to specific 

problems. Keeping this in mind, UNESCO passed a comprehensive resolution 

dealing with many of the issues under protection of journalists in conflict zones. A 

decision was taken on setting up one international body to ensure (1) security, (2) 

training, (3) funding, (4) financial support, (5) counselling, (6) activity monitoring, 

(7) respecting national policies and (8) legal support. 

 

  



 

  



 

 

UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL (UNHRC) 
 
 

 ABOUT UNHRC: 
 
                 The United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) is a 

United Nations System inter-governmental body whose 47 member     

States are responsible for promoting and protecting human rights 

around the world. The UNHRC is the successor to the UN 

Commission on Human Rights (UNCHR, herein CHR), and is a 

subsidiary body of the UN General Assembly. Closely with the Office 

of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and engages the United Nations' 

special procedures. The General Assembly established the UNHRC by adopting a 

resolution(A/RES/60/251) on 15 March 2006, in Order to replace the previous CHR, which 

had been heavily criticized for allowing countries with poor human rights records to be 

members. 

 

 TOPICS AND BRIEFINGS: 

 

 

 

CHAIR: Divyangana Choudhary    VICE CHAIR: Dolly Samyal 

Rapporteur: Pratima Holkar 

The UNHRC had the agenda on the topic ‘Violence and Discrimination based 

on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity’. The delegates put forth their states’ 



 

issues in front of the chair. The chair advised the delegates to consider the 

law of their states for giving resolution at the end. 

 

 MEETING COVERAGE: 

                At the starting of session, some delegates spoke about the opinion their 

countries related to LGBT. They gave the opening statement about laws related to 

LGBT in their countries. The delegate of Switzerland mentioned that in their state, 

there is gender identity and same-sex relationship and adoption is allow. In 

Cambodia only opposite sex marriages are allow. In  

     

Germany, there is majority for same-sex marriages and males –females are treated 

equally. In United Kingdom citizens enjoy the privilege of same-sex marriages but 

blood donation is banned for such individuals. 

 In a session of moderated caucus, delegate of Libya told that in Libya gay 

marriage is not acceptable, eligibility committee will punish them if they will marry. 

In Italy same-sex marriages are legalized. Oman doesn’t want to promote 

homosexuality. In 2011, Brazil created law for same-sex marriages. In Israel same-

sex marriages are legal. Belgium allows same-sex marriages.        



 

      



 

 

Closing Ceremony: 

 

Chairpersons selected six students for the final round, two from each 

council and the most heated topic was put forth.  

The topic was: “You as a P.M of India designated with a portfolio of 
external affair, have to give a speech of 4 min in order to make your stand 

clear on Jammu and Kashmir conflicts.”  
The students were given time to prepare and then were expected to give a 

speech for 4 min.  

The delegates selected for the final round were:- 

 

UNESCO 

1) Delegate of Germany: - Aditya Paldiwal 

2) Delegate of Syria: - Harshad Dhoka 

 

UNGA 

1) Delegate of Australia:-  Rohit Chandiramania 

2) Delegate of Mexico:-  Sushant Joshi 

 

UNHRC 

1) Delegate of Greece:-  Shubham Jha 

2) Delegate of Canada:-  Meeth Handa 
 

 
 

 Students conveyed their opinion is the most positive way. Speaking 

on such sensitive topic they were confident about their decisions and clearly put 

forth their stand. Majority of participants suggested that both countries need to work 

together to improve peace.  India cannot emerge as an economic super power unless 

it builds peace with its neighbor.  Pakistan has to understand that poverty and 

terrorism are greater threats to Pakistan than India. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

The best resolution and best speaker from each committee:- 

 

  

M R.  HARS HAD DHOKA, 

BES T RES OLUTION-UNESCO 

M R.  MEETH HANDA 

BES T RES OLUTION-UNHRC 

M R.  ADITYA PALDIWAL 

BES T DELEGATE-UNES CO 

MR.  S AHIL S HAH 

BES T RES OLUTION-UNGA 

M R S AIFUDDIN RAJA 

BES T DELEGATE-UNGA 

MR.  S HUBHAM JHA 

BES T DELEGATE-UNHRC 



 

Over All Best Delegate: - 

 Mr. Shubham Jha was selected as the best delegate. He was presented with 

the rolling trophy. Thus, Department of Information Technology got the trophy 

of the first edition of VIIT-MUN. 

 

 

In conclusion, a warm “thank you” was given to organizers and speakers of 
the ceremony.  

The First Edition of Model United Nations was an unforgettable and focused 

on the global issues so that we could all make this world a better place to live in!  

A positive feedback was received from participants. They expressed MUN was 

all about developing skills (technical qualities) and soft skills (interaction with 

others) and merge the two of them.  

Guests seemed really impressed to see young people dealing with up-to-date 

problems. They concluded that ‘It is a good training for becoming better people and 

better citizen. 

 

 

MR. SHUBHAM JHA 



 

 

 

 

  

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 
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Prepared by: 

 

 Radhika Kale (BE) 

 Shreeksha Shetty (BE) 

 Archana Patil (TE) 

 Prajakta Arjun (TE) 

 Prajakta Dasgude (SE) 


