
 

Annexure 

Best Practice I: 
 

Title of the Practice:Project Based Learning as a step towards bridging gap between 

theory and practice for students  

Goal  :The goals of implementing Project Based Learning (PBL) are: 

i) To bridge gap between theoretical learning and actual practice of concepts learned. 

ii) To provide space to students for adding variety, novelty and task ownership. 

iii) To facilitate students to gain knowledge by experiential learning. 

iv) To enhance quality of education by improving teaching learning practices. 

v) To enhance professional and interpersonal skills of students and facilitate them for 

becoming employable graduates. 

vi) To motivate students for self-learning. 

The Context 

The engineering graduates are facing the employability problems which have been revealed 

by various surveys being carried out in the country for past few years. The low 

employability was thought to be due to lack of practical knowledge and technical skills. This 

led us to believe that PBL should be at the heart of any teaching-learningprocess. 

TheInstituterecognizesPBLasaneffectivelearningtool,which not only bridges the gap between 

theory and practice for students, but also provides space for adding variety, novelty and task 

ownership. With this in mind, the institute introducedPBLcomponentinF.Y. B. Tech 

Coursesfrom AY2017-18. It was extended for various undergraduatecourses in each 

department mainly at secondyear and third year level,intheyear2019-20. It is evident that 

most of the program outcomes set by National Board of Accreditation can be mapped 

through this practice.  

 

The Practice 

At the commencement of every course, students form groups comprising of 3-4 students per 

group.  A different goal/task is set, for each of the student groups with student choice and 

guidance from the teaching faculty. Students can choose a task including a working model, task 

related to recent trends in the field and also, they are encouraged to choose a task beneficial to 

society e.g., tasks related to energy conservation, green buildings, developing computer 

applications for service to community etc.The faculty assigned for the group works as the project 

guide. The lecture and practical sessions include references and discussions to achieving the 

various goals set by the student groups. Students, in their groups are motivated to use the learnt 

concepts to implement basic features in their selected tasks using modern tools and 

software.Technical support is provided to all the groups whenever needed. There are dedicated 

sessions of laboratory for the discussion on PBL with student groups in which the progress of 

the project and problems are addressed. Over the semester projects take shape based on the goals 

set. At the end of the semester, the students present their work during one of the laboratory 

sessions. Every student of the group presents a part of the work and has to defend the project 



 

work against the questions asked by peers and the guide. The project report and the presentation 

are submitted as a partial fulfilment of the term work and assessed by the teaching faculty. As 

the students gain confidence, they explore a variety of tools and techniques by themselves, 

which is not possible to be included in sessions.  

As the number of students is high, the same topic is chosen by number of groups and it is 

possible that many groups are willing to work on the same topics. These issues are addressed by 

coordination and conflict resolution by the project guide. 

 

Evidence of Success 

Even though some of the courses were completed in lockdown, the learning was obvious in the 

enthusiastic final presentations given by the students.As the students gained confidence, they 

explored a variety of tools and techniques by themselves, which were not possible to be included 

in sessions. 

Though there was apprehension on the part of students and faculty alike regarding the use of an 

unconventional tool in education, the fears and hesitation were completely overcome as each and 

every element found the importance of PBL and responded with enthusiasm for this tool. The 

vision of institute is ‘Excellence in technical education’ and one of the mission statements is 

‘Make competent Engineers with the spirit of professionalism and responsiblecitizenship.’ In 

true sense, PBL is effective tool to achieve these goals. 

 The evidence of success was in the acceptance of the tool wholeheartedly by all.  

 

Best Practice II: 

 

Title of the Practice:Use of Social Media Platforms in Teaching and Learning 

 Goal : As a student centric approach in teaching, goals for use of social media 

platforms in teaching and learning are: 

i) To widen reach of faculty to students through all possible channels  

ii) To enhance quality of education by improving teaching learning practices. 

iii) To motivate students for self-learning 

iv) To use convenient and popular platforms in student community for content delivery  

 

 

The Context 

Vision of VIIT is “Excellence in Technical Education”. To achieve this goal, the faculty 

contribution and their participation in all activities that take place in the institute is of 

importance.  



 

Along with giving information, some of the objectives of teaching are developing abilities of 

understanding and applying the concepts, reasoning and thinking, abilities of decision making, 

and developing a scientific temperament. Information Technology is limited to the textual mode 

of providing information. But information not only in textual form but in audio, video or any 

other media is also to be transmitted for effective learning. This has opened new channels of 

learning such as e-learning, e-coaching, e-education. In this context, the institute implemented 

use of Information and Communication Technology tools over past few years. The use of social 

media platforms is the next step in this direction and proves to be very effective in situations like 

lockdown due to pandemics.  

 

The Practice 

At the commencement of semester, WhatsApp groups are formed for each division for which the 

class teacher is the administrator and all teaching faculty along with students are members of the 

group. Students can ask their queries on WhatsApp. Lectures are uploaded on YouTube for ease 

in access to learning content so that students can access them at any time as per their 

convenience. Along with faculty, student forums of departments use social media for conducting 

technical events and sharing technical postsand videos. To give an example, from Computer 

engineering department, four events were conducted in October – November 2019, conducted by 

the IoT forum, used Instagram Live (IGTV) for their IoT based talks. Two of these had more 

than 500 views. Two more live session since April 2020 (during lockdown period) had more 

than160 live session attendees interacting with the speakers on live media. 

The Computer Society of India (CSI)student chapter has750 followers on Instagram and they 

post content every Thursdays, since September 2019, on various technical topics like Java, 

Python,AI- ML, Web Designing and others. Their first post got 190 likes and the latest one has 

63 likes. 

 

Evidence of Success :Computer engineering department organised four events in October – 

November 2019, conducted by the IoT forum in which Instagram Live(IGTV) was used for IoT 

based talks. Two of these had more than 500 views. Two more live session since April 2020 

(during lockdown period) had more than160 live session attendees interacting with the speakers 

on live media. 
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